
Code of Virginia 
Title 15.2. Counties, Cities and Towns 
Subtitle II. Powers of Local Government 
Chapter 21. Franchises; Sale and Lease of Certain Municipal Public Property; Public Utilities
   
Article 1. Franchises; Sale and Lease of Certain Public Property
§ 15.2-2100. Restrictions on selling certain municipal public property and granting franchises
A. No rights of a city or town in and to its waterfront, wharf property, public landings, wharves,
docks, streets, avenues, parks, bridges, or other public places, or its gas, water, or electric works
shall be sold except by an ordinance passed by a recorded affirmative vote of three-fourths of all
the members elected to the council, notwithstanding any contrary provision of law, general or
special, and under such other restrictions as may be imposed by law. Notwithstanding any
contrary provision of law, general or special, in case of a veto by the mayor of such an ordinance,
it shall require a recorded affirmative vote of three-fourths of all the members elected to the
council to override the veto.
  
B. No franchise, lease or right of any kind to use any such public property or any other public
property or easement of any description, in a manner not permitted to the general public, shall
be granted for a period longer than forty years, except for air rights together with easements for
columns for support, which may be granted for a period not exceeding sixty years.
  
Before granting any such franchise or privilege for a term in excess of five years, except for a
trunk railway, the city or town shall, after due advertisement, publicly receive bids therefor, in
such manner as is provided by § 15.2-2102, and shall then act as may be required by law.
  
Such grant, and any contract in pursuance thereof, may provide that, upon the termination of the
grant, the plant as well as the property, if any, of the grantee in the streets, avenues and other
public places shall thereupon, without compensation to the grantee, or upon the payment of a
fair valuation become the property of the city or town; but the grantee shall be entitled to no
payment by reason of the value of the franchise. Any such plant or property acquired by a city or
town may be sold or leased or, if authorized by general law, maintained, controlled, and operated
by such city or town. Every such grant shall specify the mode of determining any valuation
therein provided for and shall make adequate provisions by way of forfeiture of the grant, or
otherwise, to secure efficiency of public service at reasonable rates and the maintenance of the
property in good order throughout the term of the grant.
  
C. Any additional restriction now required in any existing municipal charter relating to the
powers of cities and towns in selling or granting franchises or leasing any of their property is
hereby superseded; however, nothing herein contained shall be construed as affecting the term
of any existing franchise, lease or right. The requirement of an affirmative three-fourths vote of
council shall apply only to the sale of the listed properties and not to their franchise, lease or use.
  
D. The provisions of this section shall only apply to cities or towns and shall not apply to
counties or other political subdivisions.
  
Code 1950, § 15-727; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-307; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 64; 1997, c. 587; 2001, c. 498.
  
§ 15.2-2101. Ordinance proposing grant of franchise, etc., to be advertised
A. Before granting any franchise, privilege, lease or right of any kind to use any public property
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described in § 15.2-2100 or easement of any description, for a term in excess of five years, except
in the case of and for a trunk railway, the city or town proposing to make the grant shall advertise
a descriptive notice of the ordinance proposing to make the grant once a week for two successive
weeks in a newspaper having general circulation in the city or town. The descriptive notice of the
ordinance may also be advertised as many times in such other newspaper or newspapers,
published outside the city, town or Commonwealth, as the council may determine. The
advertisement shall include a statement that a copy of the full text of the ordinance is on file in
the office of the clerk of the city or town council.
  
B. The advertisement shall invite bids for the franchise, privilege, lease or right proposed to be
granted in the ordinance. The bids shall be in writing and delivered upon the day and hour named
in the advertisement and shall be opened in public session and marked for identification by the
person designated in the advertisement to receive such bids. The cost of the required
advertisement shall be paid by the city or town which shall be reimbursed by the person to whom
the grant is made. The city or town shall have the right to reject any and all bids and shall reserve
this right in the advertisement.
  
Code 1950, §§ 15-728, 15-729; 1962, c. 623, §§ 15.1-308, 15.1-309; 1971, Ex. Sess., c. 64; 1983, c.
138; 1997, c. 587; 2001, c. 498.
  
§ 15.2-2102. How bids received and to whom franchise awarded
The presiding officer shall read aloud, or cause to be read aloud, a brief summary of each of the
bids that have been received, for public information, and shall then inquire if any further bids are
offered. If further bids are offered, they shall be received. The presiding officer shall thereafter
declare the bidding closed. The presiding officer shall receive recommendations from the staff
relative to any bids received in advance and staff's recommendations, if any, on any bids received
at the advertised council meeting. After such other investigation as the council sees fit to make,
the council shall accept the highest bid from a responsible bidder and shall adopt the ordinance
as advertised, without substantial variation, except to insert the name of the accepted bidder.
However, the council, by a recorded vote of a majority of the members elected to the council, may
reject a higher bid and accept a lower bid from a responsible bidder and award the franchise,
right, lease or privilege to the lower bidder, if, in its opinion, some reason affecting the interest
of the city or town makes it advisable to do so, which reason shall be expressed in the body of the
subsequent ordinance granting the franchise, right, lease or privilege. The process described in
this section may run concurrently with any other advertisement or public ordinance
requirements of this title, or such requirements as may be contained in charters of such cities or
towns.
  
Code 1950, § 15-730; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-310; 1997, c. 587; 2001, c. 498.
  
§ 15.2-2103. Award when no satisfactory bid received
If, after such advertisements, no bid, or no satisfactory bid, is made, the council may advertise for
further bids, and in case no bid at all is made, the council, if it sees fit to do so, may adopt an
ordinance in the manner required by law granting such franchises, rights, leases or privileges to
any person making application therefor.
  
Code 1950, § 15-731; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-311; 1997, c. 587.
  
§ 15.2-2103.1. Solar services agreements; nondisclosure of proprietary information
A. A solar services agreement may be structured as a service agreement or may be subject to
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available appropriation.
  
B. Nothing in this article shall be construed to require the disclosure of proprietary information
voluntarily provided by a private entity in connection with a franchise, lease, or use under a solar
services agreement that is excluded from mandatory disclosure pursuant to subdivision 29 of §
2.2-3705.6 of the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.).
  
C. Nothing in this section, however, shall be construed as authorizing the withholding of the
financial terms of such agreements.
  
2017, c. 737.
  
§ 15.2-2104. Bond of person awarded franchise, etc
The person to whom a franchise, right, lease or privilege is awarded, whether by competing bids
or otherwise, shall first execute a bond, with good and sufficient security, in favor of the city or
town. The bond shall be in such sum as the city or town shall determine, conditioned upon the
construction, operation and maintenance of the plant or plants provided for in the granted
franchise, right, lease or privilege.
  
Code 1950, § 15-732; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-312; 1997, c. 587.
  
§ 15.2-2105. How amendments made to franchise, etc.; notice required
No amendment or extension of any franchise, right, lease or privilege that now exists, or that
may hereafter be authorized, which extends or enlarges the time or territory of such franchise,
right, lease or privilege, shall be granted by any city or town until the provisions of §§ 15.2-2101
through 15.2-2104 have been complied with. No amendment that releases the grantee, or his
assignee, from the performance of any duty required by the ordinance or that authorizes an
increase in the user charges to be made by such grantee or assignee shall be granted until notice
of such proposed amendment has given to the public by advertising the proposed amendment for
ten days in some newspaper having general circulation in the city or town. The cost of such
advertising shall be paid by the city or town, which shall be reimbursed by the person to whom
the amendment is granted. No such amendment shall be adopted except by ordinance.
  
Code 1950, § 15-734; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-314; 1997, c. 587.
  
§ 15.2-2105.1. Granting franchises for operation of a vehicular ferry transportation system
The authority granted by this article for the granting of franchises by localities shall include the
authority to grant an exclusive franchise for the operation of a vehicular ferry transportation
system in Northumberland County. The county may regulate such system, including the
establishment of fees and rates.
  
2002, c. 154.
  
§ 15.2-2106. Powers of court to enforce obedience by mandamus, etc
The circuit courts for the cities and for the counties in which towns may be situated shall have
jurisdiction by mandamus, according to the provisions of Article 2 (§ 8.01-644 et seq.) of Chapter
25 of Title 8.01, to enforce compliance by the cities or towns and by all grantees with all the
terms, contracts and obligations of either party, as contained in the franchises, rights, leases or
privileges, whether now in force or hereafter granted. The jurisdiction in mandamus shall not
preclude any party from bringing any other suit or action which such party would be entitled to
bring, at law or in equity.
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Code 1950, § 15-735; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-315; 1997, c. 587.
  
§ 15.2-2107. Persons occupying or using streets, etc., contrary to law
Any person occupying or using any of the streets, avenues, parks, bridges or any other public
places or public property or any public easement of any description of a city or town, in a manner
not permitted to the general public, without having first legally obtained the consent of the city
or town shall be guilty of a Class 4 misdemeanor. Each day's continuance thereof shall be a
separate offense. Such occupancy or use shall be deemed a nuisance. The court trying the case
may cause the nuisance to be abated and commit the offenders and all their agents and
employees engaged in such offenses to jail until the order of the court is obeyed.
  
Code 1950, § 15-736; 1962, c. 623, § 15.1-316; 1983, c. 613; 1997, c. 587.
  
§ 15.2-2108. Repealed
Repealed by Acts 2006, cc. 73 and 76, cl. 2, effective July 1, 2006.
  
§ 15.2-2108.1. Regulation of open video systems
A locality may regulate any open video system authorized pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 573 to the
maximum extent permitted by federal law, including without limitation the (i) imposition of a
gross revenues fee, if such locality has not adopted a currently effective ordinance pursuant to §
58.1-3818.3 and (ii) requirement of the provision and support of public, educational and
governmental access channels on any such system.
  
1998, cc. 643, 652.
  
§ 15.2-2108.1:1. Franchise fees and public rights-of-way fees on cable operators
A. As used in this section:
  
"Cable operator" means any person or group of persons that (i) provides cable service over a cable
system and directly or through one or more affiliates owns a significant interest in such cable
system or (ii) otherwise controls or is responsible for, through any arrangement, the
management and operation of a cable system, whether or not the operator has entered into a
franchise agreement with a locality. Cable operator does not include a provider of wireless or
direct-to-home satellite transmission service.
  
"Cable service" means the one-way transmission to subscribers of (i) video programming as
defined in 47 U.S.C. § 522 (20) or (ii) other programming service, and subscriber interaction, if
any, which is required for the selection of such video programming or other programming
service. Cable service does not include any video programming provided by a commercial mobile
service provider as defined in 47 U.S.C. § 332 (d) and any direct-to-home satellite service as
defined in 47 U.S.C. § 303 (v).
  
"Cable system" or "cable television system" means any facility consisting of a set of closed
transmission paths and associated signal generation, reception, and control equipment that is
designed to provide cable service that includes video programming and that is provided to
multiple subscribers within a community, except that such definition shall not include (i) a
system that serves fewer than 20 subscribers; (ii) a facility that serves only to retransmit the
television signals of one or more television broadcast stations; (iii) a facility that serves only
subscribers without using any public right-of-way; (iv) a facility of a common carrier that is
subject, in whole or in part, to the provisions of Title II of the Communications Act of 1934, 47
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U.S.C. § 201 et seq., except that such facility shall be considered a cable system to the extent such
facility is used in the transmission of video programming directly to subscribers, unless the
extent of such use is solely to provide interactive on-demand services; (v) any facilities of any
electric utility used solely for operating its electric systems; (vi) any portion of a system that
serves fewer than 50 subscribers in any locality, where such portion is a part of a larger system
franchised in an adjacent locality; or (vii) an open video system that complies with § 653 of Title
VI of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. § 573.
  
"Franchise" means an initial authorization, or renewal thereof, issued by a franchising authority,
including a locality or the Commonwealth Transportation Board, whether such authorization is
designated as a franchise, permit, license, resolution, contract, certificate, agreement, or
otherwise, that authorizes the construction or operation of a cable system, a telecommunications
system, or other facility in the public rights-of-way, including either a negotiated cable franchise
or an ordinance cable franchise.
  
B. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if a cable operator uses the public rights-of-way
the cable operator shall be subject to the Public Rights-of-Way Use Fee as provided in § 56-468.1
. Any limitation as to fees charged for the use of the public rights-of-way shall not be applicable
to pole attachments and conduit occupancy agreements between a cable operator and a locality
or its authority or commission, which permits such operator to use the public poles or conduits.
  
C. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no new or renewed cable franchise entered into
on or after January 1, 2007, shall include a franchise fee as long as cable services are subject to
the Virginia Communications Sales and Use Tax (§ 58.1-645 et seq.). Franchise fee as used in this
subsection shall have the same meaning as that term is defined in 47 U.S.C. § 542 (g).
  
1. All cable franchises in effect as of January 1, 2007, shall remain in full force and effect, and
nothing in this section shall impair any obligation of any such agreement; provided, however,
that any requirement in such an existing franchise for payment of a monetary franchise fee based
on the gross revenues of the franchisee shall be fulfilled in the manner specified in subdivision 2.
  
2. Each cable operator owing monetary payments for franchise fees, until the expiration of one or
more such existing franchises, shall include with its monthly remittance of the Communications
Sales and Use Tax a report, by locality, of the amounts due for franchise fees accruing during that
month. The Department of Taxation shall, on behalf of the cable operator in the relevant locality,
then distribute to each county, city, or town the amount reported by each locality's franchisee(s).
Such payments shall reduce the cable operator's franchise fee liability. The monthly distributions
shall be paid from the Communications Sales and Use Tax Trust Fund before making the other
calculations and distributions required by § 58.1-662. Until distributed to the individual
localities, such amounts shall be deemed to be held in trust for their respective accounts.
  
3. A locality's acceptance of any payment under subdivision 2 shall not prejudice any rights of the
locality under the applicable cable franchises (i) to audit or demand adjustment of the amounts
reported by its franchisee, or (ii) to enforce the provisions of the franchise by any lawful
administrative or judicial means.
  
2006, c. 780.
    
Article 1.2. Licensing and Regulation of Cable Television Systems
§ 15.2-2108.19. Definitions
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As used in this article:
  
"Act" means the Communications Act of 1934.
  
"Affiliate," in relation to any person, means another person who owns or controls, is owned or
controlled by, or is under common ownership or control with, such person.
  
"Basic service tier" means the service tier that includes (i) the retransmission of local television
broadcast channels and (ii) public, educational, and governmental channels required to be
carried in the basic tier.
  
"Cable operator" means any person or group of persons that (i) provides cable service over a cable
system and directly or through one or more affiliates owns a significant interest in such cable
system or (ii) otherwise controls or is responsible for, through any arrangement, the
management and operation of a cable system. Cable operator does not include a provider of
wireless or direct-to-home satellite transmission service.
  
"Cable service" means the one-way transmission to subscribers of (i) video programming or (ii)
other programming service, and subscriber interaction, if any, which is required for the selection
or use of such video programming or other programming service. Cable service does not include
any video programming provided by a commercial mobile service provider defined in 47 U.S.C. §
332 (d).
  
"Cable system" or "cable television system" means any facility consisting of a set of closed
transmission paths and associated signal generation, reception, and control equipment that is
designed to provide cable service that includes video programming and that is provided to
multiple subscribers within a community, except that such definition shall not include (i) a
system that serves fewer than 20 subscribers; (ii) a facility that serves only to retransmit the
television signals of one or more television broadcast stations; (iii) a facility that serves only
subscribers without using any public right-of-way; (iv) a facility of a common carrier that is
subject, in whole or in part, to the provisions of Title II of the Communications Act of 1934, 47
U.S.C. § 201 et seq., except that such facility shall be considered a cable system to the extent such
facility is used in the transmission of video programming directly to subscribers, unless the
extent of such use is solely to provide interactive on-demand services; (v) any facilities of any
electric utility used solely for operating its electric systems; (vi) any portion of a system that
serves fewer than 50 subscribers in any locality, where such portion is a part of a larger system
franchised in an adjacent locality; or (vii) an open video system that complies with § 653 of Title
VI of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. § 573.
  
"Certificated provider of telecommunications services" means a person holding a certificate
issued by the State Corporation Commission to provide local exchange telephone service.
  
"Force majeure" means an event or events reasonably beyond the ability of the cable operator to
anticipate and control. "Force majeure" includes, but is not limited to, acts of God, incidences of
terrorism, war or riots, labor strikes or civil disturbances, floods, earthquakes, fire, explosions,
epidemics, hurricanes, tornadoes, governmental actions and restrictions, work delays caused by
waiting for utility providers to service or monitor or provide access to utility poles to which the
cable operator's facilities are attached or to be attached or conduits in which the cable operator's
facilities are located or to be located, and unavailability of materials or qualified labor to perform
the work necessary.
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"Franchise" means an initial authorization, or renewal thereof, issued by a franchising authority,
including a locality or the Commonwealth Transportation Board, whether such authorization is
designated as a franchise, permit, license, resolution, contract, certificate, agreement, or
otherwise, that authorizes the construction or operation of a cable system, a telecommunications
system, or other facility in the public rights-of-way. A negotiated cable franchise is granted by a
locality after negotiation with an applicant pursuant to § 15.2-2108.20. An ordinance cable
franchise is granted by a locality when an applicant provides notice pursuant to § 15.2-2108.21
that it will provide cable service in the locality.
  
"Gross revenue" means all revenue, as determined in accordance with generally accepted
accounting principles, that is actually received by the cable operator and derived from the
operation of the cable system to provide cable services in the franchise area; however, in an
ordinance cable franchise "gross revenue" shall not include: (i) refunds or rebates made to
subscribers or other third parties; (ii) any revenue which is received from the sale of merchandise
over home shopping channels carried on the cable system, but not including revenue received
from home shopping channels for the use of the cable service to sell merchandise; (iii) any tax,
fee, or charge collected by the cable operator and remitted to a governmental entity or its agent
or designee, including without limitation a local public access or education group; (iv) program
launch fees; (v) directory or Internet advertising revenue including, but not limited to, yellow
page, white page, banner advertisement, and electronic publishing; (vi) a sale of cable service for
resale or for use as a component part of or for the integration into cable services to be resold in
the ordinary course of business, when the reseller is required to pay or collect franchise fees or
similar fees on the resale of the cable service; (vii) revenues received by any affiliate or any other
person in exchange for supplying goods or services used by the cable operator to provide cable
service; and (viii) revenue derived from services classified as noncable services under federal law,
including, without limitation, revenue derived from telecommunications services and
information services, and any other revenues attributed by the cable operator to noncable
services in accordance with rules, regulations, standards, or orders of the Federal
Communications Commission.
  
"Interactive on-demand services" means a service providing video programming to subscribers
over switched networks on an on-demand, point-to-point basis, but does not include services
providing video programming prescheduled by the programming provider.
  
"Ordinance" includes a resolution.
  
"Transfer" means any transaction in which (i) an ownership or other interest in the cable
operator is transferred, directly or indirectly, from one person or group of persons to another
person or group of persons, so that majority control of the cable operator is transferred; or (ii)
the rights and obligations held by the cable operator under the cable franchise granted under this
article are transferred or assigned to another person or group of persons. However,
notwithstanding clauses (i) and (ii) of the preceding sentence, a transfer of the cable franchise
shall not include (a) transfer of an ownership or other interest in the cable operator to the parent
of the cable operator or to another affiliate of the cable operator; (b) transfer of an interest in the
cable franchise granted under this article or the rights held by the cable operator under the cable
franchise granted under this article to the parent of the cable operator or to another affiliate of
the cable operator; (c) any action that is the result of a merger of the parent of the cable
operator; (d) any action that is the result of a merger of another affiliate of the cable operator; or
(e) a transfer in trust, by mortgage, or by assignment of any rights, title, or interest of the cable
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operator in the cable franchise or the system used to provide cable in order to secure
indebtedness.
  
"Video programming" means programming provided by, or generally considered comparable to,
programming provided by a television broadcast station.
  
All terms used herein, unless otherwise defined, shall have the same meaning as set forth in Title
VI of the Communications Act of 1934, 47 U.S.C. § 521 et seq. In addition, references in this
article to any federal law shall include amendments thereto as are enacted from time-to-time.
  
2006, cc. 73, 76.
  
§ 15.2-2108.20. Authority to grant negotiated cable franchises and regulate cable systems
A. A locality may grant a negotiated cable franchise in accordance with Title VI of the
Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. § 521 et seq., and this chapter.
  
B. A locality may, by ordinance, exercise all regulatory powers over cable systems granted by the
Communications Act of 1934, except as limited by this article. These regulatory powers shall
include the authority: (i) to enforce customer service standards in accordance with the Act; (ii) to
enforce more stringent standards as agreed upon by the cable operator through the terms of a
negotiated cable franchise; and (iii) to regulate the rates for basic cable service in accordance
with the Act. A locality, however, shall not regulate cable operators, cable systems, or other
facilities used to provide video programming through the adoption of ordinances or regulations
(a) that are more onerous than ordinances or regulations adopted for existing cable operators; (b)
that unreasonably prejudice or disadvantage any cable operator, whether existing or new; or (c)
that are inconsistent with any provision of federal law or this article.
  
2006, cc. 73, 76.
  
§ 15.2-2108.21. Ordinance cable franchises
A. This section shall govern the procedures by which a locality may grant ordinance cable
franchises.
  
B. An ordinance cable franchise, which shall have a term of 15 years, may be requested by (i) a
certificated provider of telecommunications services with previous consent to use the public
rights-of-way in a locality through a franchise; (ii) a certificated provider of telecommunications
services that lacked previous consent to provide cable service in a locality but provided
telecommunications services over facilities leased from an entity having previous consent to use
of the public rights-of-way in such locality through a franchise; or (iii) a cable operator with
previous consent to use the public rights-of-way to provide cable service in a locality through a
franchise and who seeks to renew its existing cable franchise pursuant to § 15.2-2108.30 as an
ordinance cable franchise. A cable operator with previous consent to use the public rights-of-way
to provide cable service in a locality through a franchise may opt into the new terms of an
ordinance cable franchise under § 15.2-2108.26.
  
C. In order to obtain an ordinance cable franchise, an applicant shall first file with the chief
administrative officer of the locality from which it seeks to receive such ordinance cable
franchise a request to negotiate the terms and conditions of a negotiated cable franchise under §
15.2-2108.20. An applicant shall request and make itself available to participate in cable
franchise negotiations with the locality from which it seeks to receive a negotiated cable
franchise at least 45 calendar days prior to filing a notice electing an ordinance cable franchise;
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this prerequisite shall not be applicable if a locality refuses to engage in negotiations at the
request of an applicant or if the applicant already holds a negotiated cable franchise from the
locality. Thereafter, an applicant, through its president or chief executive officer, shall file notice
with the locality that it elects to receive an ordinance cable franchise at least 30 days prior to
offering cable in such locality. The notice shall be accompanied by a map or a boundary
description showing (i) the initial service area in which the cable operator intends to provide
cable service in the locality within the three-year period required for an initial service area and
(ii) the area in the locality in which the cable operator has its telephone facilities. The map or
boundary description of the initial service areas may be amended by the cable operator by filing
with the locality a new map or boundary description of the initial service area.
  
D. The cable operator shall assure that access to cable services is not denied to any group of
potential residential cable subscribers because of the income of the residents of the local area in
which such group resides. The local franchising authority shall have the right to monitor and
inspect the deployment of cable services and the cable operator shall submit semiannual
progress reports detailing the current provision of cable services in accordance with the
deployment schedule and its new service area plans for the next six months. The failure to
correct or remedy any material deficiencies shall be subject to the same remedies as contained in
the cable television franchise of the existing cable operator as that franchise existed at the time
of the grant of the ordinance franchise.
  
E. The locality from which the applicant seeks to receive an ordinance cable franchise shall adopt
any ordinance requiring adoption under this article within 120 days of the applicant filing the
notice required in subsection C. Any ordinance adopted under this section that relates to a cable
operator's provision of cable service shall apply to such cable operator retroactively to the date
on which the cable operator began to offer cable service in the locality pursuant to this article.
  
F. Notice of any ordinance that requires a public hearing shall be advertised once a week for two
successive weeks in a newspaper having general circulation in the locality. The advertisement
shall include a statement that a copy of the full text of the ordinance is on file in the office of the
clerk of the locality. All costs of such advertising shall be assessed against the operator or
applicant.
  
G. If the governing body of any town adopts an ordinance pursuant to the provisions of this
article, such town shall not be subject to any ordinance adopted by the county within which such
town lies.
  
2006, cc. 73, 76.
  
§ 15.2-2108.22. Regulation of fees, rates and services; penalties
Upon receiving a notice requesting an ordinance cable franchise pursuant to § 15.2-2108.21, a
locality shall adopt or maintain one or more ordinances that govern a cable operator who
provides cable service under an ordinance cable franchise. The requirements of any specific
provision in any such ordinance shall not exceed the requirements imposed in the same
provision, if any, in any existing cable franchise within the locality. Such ordinance or
ordinances, which shall be adopted after a public hearing, shall:
  
1. Require a cable operator to provide the locality with access to a number of public, educational,
and governmental access channels, equal to the lowest number of such channels provided by any
other cable operator in the same franchise area of the locality. If the existing cable operator
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provides less than three such public, educational, and governmental access channels pursuant to
a franchise agreement, the locality may require each cable operator to provide up to three such
channels. Any additional channels provided subject to this provision shall be subject to the
reclamation formula set forth below. In addition, a locality may, by ordinance adopted after a
public hearing, require a cable operator to interconnect with any other cable operator to ensure
the carriage of required public, educational, and governmental access channels; if the new cable
operator and all existing cable operators cannot agree to an interconnection agreement within
180 days of a request to interconnect by the new cable operator, then the locality is authorized to
determine an interconnection point. The locality or its designee shall assume responsibility for
management, operation, and programming of such channels. A locality that substantially utilizes
its existing public, educational, and governmental access channels may require a reasonable
number of additional public, educational, and governmental access channels by the enactment of
an ordinance, after a public hearing, so long as (i) the ordinance applies equally to all providers
of cable service within a franchise area, (ii) the total number of additional public, educational,
and governmental access channels does not exceed three channels in the basic service tier, and
(iii) the total number of public, educational, and governmental access channels shall not exceed
seven channels in the aggregate. Notwithstanding the foregoing, but consistent with federal law,
the locality and a cable operator may enter into written agreements for the carriage of additional
public, educational, and governmental access channels, including other arrangements for the
carriage of such programming. Any additional public, educational, and governmental access
channel provided pursuant to this article that is not utilized by the locality for at least eight
hours a day shall no longer be made available to the locality, but may be programmed at the cable
operator's discretion. At such time as the locality can certify to the cable operator a schedule for
at least eight hours of daily programming for a period of three months, the cable operator shall
restore the previously re-allocated channel. For purposes of this subdivision, a public,
educational, and governmental access channel shall be considered to be substantially utilized
when 12 hours are programmed on that channel each calendar day; in addition, at least 33% of
the 12 hours of programming for each business day on average over each calendar quarter must
be nonrepeat programming. For purposes of this subdivision, nonrepeat programming shall
include the first three videocastings of a program and shall include programming on other public,
educational, and governmental access channels in that locality. Programming for purposes of
determining substantial utilization shall not include an alphanumeric scroll, except that for
purposes of requiring one or more additional public, educational, and governmental access
channels, an alphanumeric scroll shall be included as programming on not more than one
channel;
  
2. Require a cable operator to pay a franchise fee, remitted on the same schedule as the least
frequent schedule of an existing cable operator, but no more frequently than quarterly,
calculated by multiplying a franchise fee percentage rate by the cable operator's gross revenues
in such franchise area for the remittance period; however, the franchise fee rate shall (i) not
exceed 5% of such gross revenues and (ii) not exceed the lowest franchise fee rate paid or
provided by an existing cable operator in the locality. The locality may further require that the
cable operator make the franchise fee payments to the locality no later than 45 days following
the end of the remittance period and require that the franchise fee payment be submitted with a
brief report prepared by a duly authorized representative of the cable operator showing the basis
for the computation. The locality shall have the right to reasonably require further supporting
information that does not exceed the information required to be provided by existing cable
operators in the locality;
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3. Require a cable operator to pay a recurring fee, hereafter referred to as the PEG Capital Fee, to
support the capital costs of public, educational, and governmental channel facilities, including
institutional networks, provided that the PEG Capital Fee is equal to the lowest recurring fee
imposed on a per subscriber or a percentage of gross revenue basis and paid by any existing cable
operator in the locality to support the capital costs of such facilities. The PEG Capital Fee shall
only be imposed on a per subscriber or a percentage of gross revenue basis. If the existing cable
operator has paid a lump sum capital grant at award or renewal of its current franchise, or is
providing in-kind equipment in lieu of such a capital grant, to support public, educational, and
governmental channel facilities, including institutional networks, the locality, by ordinance
adopted after a public hearing, shall also impose an additional monthly recurring fee to be known
as the PEG Capital Grant Surcharge Fee on the new cable operator equal to the lower of (i) 1.5%
of the new cable operator's gross revenues derived from the operation of its cable system in that
locality or (ii) the lowest amount of capital contribution paid or provided in-kind, as shown on
the books of the cable operator, by an existing cable operator in the locality (a) when such capital
contribution is amortized over the term of the existing cable operator's franchise and (b) divided
by the number of subscribers or annual gross revenue of the existing cable operator as shown on
its most recent report to the locality, depending on recovery methodology chosen by the locality.
Both the PEG Capital Fee and the PEG Capital Grant Surcharge Fee may only be collected by the
locality for the remainder of the shortest remaining franchise term of any existing cable operator
in the locality; however, at the end of such term the locality may negotiate with all cable
operators to set a new, recurring fee to support the reasonable and necessary capital costs of
public, educational, and governmental channel facilities, including institutional networks, that
shall be imposed on all cable operators such that the fee applies equally to all of the customers of
all cable operators in the locality. At the end of such term, no cable operator shall be required to
provide any further in-kind public, educational, and governmental access channels, including
institutional network, support. If the cable operators and the locality cannot agree on such a
recurring capital cost fee, the locality, by ordinance adopted after a public hearing, may impose a
recurring fee, calculated on a per subscriber or percentage of gross revenue basis, to support the
reasonable and necessary capital costs of public, educational, and governmental channel
facilities, including institutional networks; however, such fee may not exceed the PEG Capital
Fee previously imposed on cable operators by the locality. Any and all fees permitted under this
subdivision shall be paid by the cable operator to the locality on the same schedule as franchise
fees are paid. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to permit a locality to require cable
operators to pay capital grants at the time of the grant or renewal of a franchise or otherwise
except for the PEG Capital Grant Surcharge Fee specifically provided in this subdivision;
  
4. Require a cable operator to comply with the customer service requirements imposed by the
locality pursuant to 47 U.S.C. § 552(a) (1) and this article through the adoption of an ordinance
after a public hearing. Any customer service requirements imposed by the locality that exceed
the requirements established by the Federal Communications Commission under 47 U.S.C. §
552(b) shall (i) not be designed so that the cable operator cannot also comply with any other
customer service requirements under state or federal law or regulation applicable to the cable
operator in its provision of other services over the same network used to provide cable service,
(ii) be no more stringent than the customer service requirements applied to other cable operators
in the franchise area, and (iii) be reasonably tailored to achieve appropriate customer service
goals based on the technology used by the cable operator to provide cable service;
  
5. Adopt procedures by which it will enforce the provisions of this article and the applicable
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mandatory requirements of 47 U.S.C. §§ 521-573 and the regulations promulgated thereunder.
Such procedures shall require the locality to: (i) informally discuss the matter with the cable
operator in the event that the locality believes that a cable operator has not complied with this
article or the applicable mandatory requirements of 47 U.S.C. §§ 521-573 and (ii) notify the cable
operator in writing of the exact nature of the alleged noncompliance if the discussions described
in the foregoing clause (i) do not lead to resolution of the alleged noncompliance. The cable
operator shall have 15 days from receipt of this written notice to: (a) respond to the locality, if
the cable operator contests, in whole or in part, the assertion of noncompliance; (b) cure such
default; or (c) in the event that, by the nature of default, such default cannot be cured within the
15-day period, initiate reasonable steps to remedy such default and notify the locality of the
steps being taken and the projected date that they will be completed. The locality shall schedule
a public hearing in the event that the cable operator fails to respond to the written notice
pursuant to these procedures or in the event that the alleged default is not remedied within 30
days of the date projected above if the locality intends to continue its investigation into the
default. The locality shall provide the cable operator at least 30 business days prior written notice
of such hearing, which will specify the time, place, and purpose of such hearing, and provide the
cable operator the opportunity to be heard;
  
6. Adopt a schedule of uniform penalties or liquidated damages that it may impose upon any
cable operator with an ordinance cable franchise when the locality determines that the cable
operator has failed to materially comply with (i) customer service standards; (ii) carriage of
public, educational, and governmental channels; (iii) reporting requirements; or (iv) timely and
full payment of the franchise fee or the fee assessed for the provision of public, educational, or
governmental access channels, including institutional networks. Any penalty or liquidated
damage for any of the foregoing violations shall be the same penalty or liquidated damage
already established for a cable operator in the same franchise area, if any. In addition, a locality
shall not impose any penalty or liquidated damage adopted pursuant to this subdivision until the
cable operator has been afforded a reasonable cure period between the time the cable operator is
notified of the violation and the penalty or liquidated damage is imposed. A separate violation
for purposes of this article and the ordinances passed to implement this article as it pertains to
customer service standards shall be deemed to occur whenever the locality reasonably
determines that a separate customer service standard violation has occurred on one day;
however, the cable operator shall not be charged with multiple violations for a single act or event
affecting one or more subscribers on the same day. The locality may charge interest at the legal
rate as set forth in § 6.2-301 for any amounts due the locality by the cable operator in clause (iv)
of this subdivision that remain unpaid and undisputed;
  
7. Adopt procedures under which the locality may inspect and audit, upon 30 days prior written
notice, the books and records of the cable operator and recompute any amounts determined to be
payable under the ordinances adopted pursuant to this article. The procedures adopted by the
locality shall not exceed the following requirements: (i) the locality may require the cable
operator to make available to the locality all records reasonably necessary to confirm the
accurate payment of fees; (ii) the locality may require the cable operator to bear the locality's
reasonable out-of-pocket audit expenses if the audit discloses an underpayment of more than 3%
of any quarterly payment, but not less than $5,000; (iii) the locality may require the cable
operator to pay any additional undisputed amounts due to the locality as a result of the audit
within 30 days following written notice by the locality to the cable operator; (iv) in the event the
cable operator disputes any underpayment discovered as the result of an audit conducted by the
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locality, the locality shall work together with the cable operator in good faith to promptly resolve
such dispute; (v) the locality shall provide that the cable operator and the locality maintain all
rights and remedies available at law regarding any disputed amounts; (vi) the locality shall have
no more than three years from the time the cable operator delivers a payment to provide a
written, detailed objection to or dispute of that payment, and if the locality fails to object to or
dispute the payment within that time period, the locality shall be barred from objecting to or
disputing it after that time period; and (vii) the locality shall not audit a cable operator more
frequently than every 24 months;
  
8. Adopt reasonable reporting requirements for annual financial information and quarterly
customer service information that must be provided by a cable operator to the locality so long as
such information does not exceed the reporting requirements for any existing cable operator in
that locality;
  
9. Require cable operators to provide, without charge, within the area actually served by the cable
operator, one cable service outlet activated for basic cable service to each fire station, public
school, police station, public library, and any other local government building. The ordinance
shall apply equally to all providers of cable services in the locality, but shall not apply in cases
where it is not technically feasible for a cable operator to comply;
  
10. Subject to § 15.2-2108.24, adopt requirements and procedures for (i) the management of the
public rights-of-way that do not exceed the standards set forth in clauses (i) and (ii) of subsection
C of § 56-462 and (ii) the construction of a cable system in the public rights-of-way;
  
11. Adopt the following allocation procedure if cable services subject to a franchise fee, or any
other fee determined by a percentage of the cable operator's gross revenues in a locality, are
provided to subscribers in conjunction with other services: the fee shall be applied only to the
value of these cable services, as reflected on the books and records of the cable operator in
accordance with rules, regulations, standards, or orders of the Federal Communications
Commission or the State Corporation Commission, or generally accepted accounting principles.
Any discounts resulting from purchasing the services as a bundle shall be reasonably allocated
between the respective services that constitute the bundled transaction; and
  
12. Require cable operators to make cable service available to (i) up to all of the occupied
residential dwelling units in the initial service area selected by cable operator within no less than
three years of the date of the grant of the franchise and (ii) no more than 65% of the residential
dwelling units in the area in the locality in which the cable operator has its telephone facilities,
within no less than seven years of the date of the grant of the franchise. Notwithstanding the
foregoing provision, a cable operator shall not be required to make cable service available: (a) for
periods of force majeure; (b) for periods of delay caused by the locality; (c) for periods of delay
resulting from the cable operator's inability to obtain authority to access rights-of-way in the
service area; (d) in areas where developments or buildings are subject to claimed exclusive
arrangements; (e) in developments or buildings that the cable operator cannot access under
industry standard terms and conditions after good faith negotiation; (f) in developments or
buildings that the cable operator is unable to provide cable service for technical reasons or that
require facilities that are not available or cannot be deployed on a commercially reasonable basis;
(g) in areas where it is not technically feasible to provide cable service due to the technology used
by the cable operator to provide cable service; (h) in areas where the average occupied residential
household density is less than 30 occupied residential dwelling units per mile as measured in
strand footage from the nearest technically feasible point on the cable operator's active cable
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system (or such higher average density number as may be contained in an existing cable
operator's cable franchise); and (i) when the cable operator's prior service, payment, or theft of
service history with a subscriber or potential subscriber has been unfavorable. Should, through
new construction, an area within the cable operator's service area meet the density requirement,
a cable operator shall, subject to the exclusions in this subdivision, provide cable service to such
area within six months of receiving notice from the locality that the density requirements have
been met. A locality may not require a cable operator using its telephone facilities to provide
cable service to provide any cable service outside of the area in the locality in which the cable
operator has its telephone facilities. During the 12-month period commencing after the seventh-
year anniversary date of the grant of the franchise, a locality may, by ordinance adopted after a
public hearing in which the locality specifically finds that such a requirement is necessary to
promote competition in cable services within the locality, require the cable operator to make
service available to no more than 80% of the residential dwelling units in the area in the locality
in which the cable operator has its telephone facilities within no less than 10 years of the date of
the grant of the franchise, subject to the exclusions in clauses (a) through (i) of this subdivision.
If the cable operator notifies the locality that it is unwilling to accept this additional service
availability requirement, the locality may, after notice and public hearing, terminate the cable
operator's ordinance cable franchise. The cable operator shall file a certificate at its third and
seventh, and if applicable, tenth, anniversary dates certifying its compliance with the foregoing
service requirements. For purposes of an ordinance cable franchise, the date of the grant of the
franchise shall be the date the notice required by § 15.2-2108.21 is filed with the locality. For
purposes of a negotiated cable franchise, the date of the grant of the franchise shall be the date
the respective locality has granted a negotiated cable franchise pursuant to § 15.2-2108.20.
  
2006, cc. 73, 76.
  
§ 15.2-2108.23. Regulation of rights-of-way; fees
A. To the extent that a franchised cable operator has been authorized to use the public rights-of-
way in a locality and is obligated to pay a franchise fee to such locality, such cable operator shall
not be subject to any occupancy, use, or similar fee, with respect to its use of such rights-of-way,
by the locality or the Commonwealth Transportation Board except to the extent that such cable
operator is also a certificated provider of telecommunications services and subject to the public
rights-of-way use fee under § 56-468.1. The Commonwealth Transportation Board may charge,
on a nondiscriminatory basis, fees to recover the approximate actual cost incurred for the
issuance of a permit to perform work within the rights-of-way and for inspections to ensure
compliance with the conditions of the permit, as such fees shall be established by regulations
adopted under the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.); however, such fees may not
apply to certificated providers of telecommunications services except to the extent permitted
under §§ 56-458, 56-462, and 56-468.1.
  
B. A locality may charge, on a nondiscriminatory basis, fees to recover the approximate actual
cost incurred for the issuance of a permit to perform work within the rights-of-way and for
inspections to ensure compliance with the conditions of the permit, as such fees existed on
February 1, 1997, or as subsequently modified by ordinance; however, such fees may not apply to
certificated providers of telecommunications services except to the extent permitted under §§
56-458, 56-462, and 56-468.1. The limitation as to fees charged for the use of the public rights-
of-way shall not be applicable to pole attachments and conduit occupancy agreements between a
franchised cable operator and a locality or its authority or commission, which permits such
operator to use the public poles or conduits.
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C. Except as provided in §§ 56-458, 56-462, and 56-468.1 and in any rules adopted by the
Commonwealth Transportation Board under Article 2 (§ 33.2-208 et seq.) of Chapter 2 of Title
33.2, the cable franchise granted hereunder supersedes and replaces any and all other
requirements and fees in local laws and the laws of the Commonwealth relating to the use of the
public rights-of-way by a cable system or other facilities for the provision of cable service,
whether such other authorizations are designated as franchises, permits, consents, ordinances,
or otherwise. No cable operator that is (i) a certificated provider of telecommunications services
that has previous consent to use the public rights-of-way in a locality through a franchise or (ii) a
certificated provider of telecommunications services that lacked prior consent to provide cable
service in a locality but provided telecommunications service over facilities leased from an entity
having previous consent to use the public rights-of-way in such locality through a franchise and
granted a franchise and paying fees pursuant to this section shall be required, in order to develop
or operate a cable system or other facilities to provide video services, to (a) obtain consent in
accordance with §§ 15.2-2015 through 15.2-2017, § 56-458 or 56-462, except for permits or other
permission to open streets and roads, or (b) submit bids, bonds or applications in accordance
with §§ 15.2-2100 through 15.2-2105, except for reasonable performance bonds or letters of
credit not in excess of $50,000. The restrictions in §§ 15.2-2015 through 15.2-2018, 15.2-2100
through 15.2-2105, 15.2-2106 and 15.2-2107, including but not limited to the advertisement and
receipt of bids for franchises, shall not apply to a cable system or other facilities used to provide
cable services by a cable operator that is a certificated provider of telecommunications services
with previous consent to use the public rights-of-way in a locality through a franchise, including
the provision of telecommunications services over facilities leased from an entity with previous
consent to use the public rights-of-way in a locality through a franchise, but without previous
consent to provide cable service in that locality.
  
2006, cc. 73, 76.
  
§ 15.2-2108.24. Regulation of facility construction or rights-of-way management requirements
for certain cable operators
A locality shall not impose through a franchise to provide cable service, whether by negotiation
or by ordinance, any facility construction or rights-of-way management requirements on a cable
operator that is (i) a certificated provider of telecommunications services that has a franchise to
use the public rights-of-way in a locality or (ii) a certificated provider of telecommunications
services that lacked prior consent to provide cable service in a locality but provided
telecommunications services over facilities leased from an entity having a franchise to use the
public rights-of-way in such locality, except that a municipality must meet the requirements of
Article 1.1 (§ 15.2-2108.2 et seq.) of this chapter or otherwise be authorized to provide cable
service.
  
2006, cc. 73, 76.
  
§ 15.2-2108.25. Itemization
A cable operator providing cable service may identify as a separate line item on each regular bill
of each subscriber (i) the amount of the total bill assessed as a franchise fee, or any equivalent
fee, and the locality to which such fee is paid; (ii) the amount of the total bill assessed to satisfy
any requirements imposed on the cable operator, including those to support public, educational,
or governmental access facilities, including institutional networks; and (iii) the amount of any
other fee, tax, assessment, or charge of any kind imposed by any governmental entity on the
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transaction between the cable operator and the subscriber.
  
2006, cc. 73, 76.
  
§ 15.2-2108.26. Reciprocity
Upon the request by an existing cable operator in the locality, a locality that has negotiated and
granted a cable franchise to a new cable provider through negotiation, whether before or after
July 1, 2006, shall make available to that existing cable operator the applicable terms and
conditions that such locality provides to a new cable operator, by an amendment and
restatement in lieu of its existing franchise document. In addition, upon the request by an
existing cable operator in the locality, a locality adopting an ordinance under this article shall
make available to that existing cable operator the applicable terms and conditions from any such
ordinance by opting into an ordinance cable franchise. In either such event, the existing cable
operator may accept all applicable terms and conditions only in their entirety and in lieu of its
existing franchise document and without the ability to accept specific terms and conditions. The
locality and the existing cable operator shall amend the cable franchise of the existing cable
operator to substitute the new, applicable terms and conditions upon notice of acceptance from
the existing cable operator. An existing cable provider in a locality shall have an enforceable
right to require that its cable franchise be amended and restated within 90 days of its request to
substitute the new, applicable terms and conditions of the new negotiated franchise or new
ordinance cable franchise granted to a new cable franchisee. Notwithstanding any other
provision in this article, (i) no existing cable operator shall reduce the geographic area in which it
actually provides cable service as of July 1, 2006, by the exercise of its rights under this article,
but its service obligations within such service areas shall be subject to the service exclusions set
forth in clauses (a) through (i) of subdivision 12 of § 15.2-2108.22 and (ii) the provisions of this
section shall not alter the time period remaining in any unexpired, existing franchise.
  
2006, cc. 73, 76.
  
§ 15.2-2108.27. Modification
No locality, without the consent of the franchisee, shall accelerate the term of, require the
renegotiation of, or otherwise modify in any way, an agreement with any entity or a franchise,
ordinance, permit, consent, or other authorization for such entity to use the public rights-of-way
because such entity has been granted a cable franchise under this article to use the public rights-
of-way for the development and operation of a cable system.
  
2006, cc. 73, 76.
  
§ 15.2-2108.28. Transfer
No transfer of any franchise granted under this article shall occur without the prior consent of
the locality, provided that such locality shall not unreasonably withhold, delay, or condition such
consent. No transfer shall be made to a person, group of persons or affiliate that is not legally,
technically, and financially qualified to operate the cable system and satisfy the franchise
obligations.
  
2006, cc. 73, 76.
  
§ 15.2-2108.29. Surrender
Notwithstanding the provisions of this article, a new cable franchisee that considers, within three
years after the grant of a cable franchise under this article, that its provision of cable services
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within the locality is no longer economically feasible may notify the locality and surrender its
cable franchise for the entire locality without liability to such locality. If a new cable franchisee
surrenders its cable service franchise, it shall not be eligible to obtain a new cable service
franchise within such locality until after the normal expiration date of the franchise that such
franchisee surrendered. Such surrender of a cable franchise shall have no impact on other
franchises held by the new cable franchisee or noncable services offered by the new cable
franchisee.
  
2006, cc. 73, 76.
  
§ 15.2-2108.30. Renewal
A cable operator electing to renew its cable franchise shall do so (i) pursuant to the renewal
procedures in 47 U.S.C. § 546 or (ii) by providing notice to the locality that it will opt into an
ordinance cable franchise pursuant to this article. A cable operator may file such notification that
its cable franchise will be renewed by an ordinance cable franchise not more than one year in
advance of the expiration date of the existing franchise or by a renewal certification filed within
90 days after the effective date of this act in the case of a current cable franchise whose original,
renewal, or extension term has expired. Except as provided by federal law, the restrictions in §§
15.2-2015 through 15.2-2018, 15.2-2100 through 15.2-2105, 15.2-2106 and 15.2-2107, including,
but not limited to, the advertisement and receipt of bids for cable franchises, shall not apply to
renewal certifications except where a renewal would result in a city or town having granted a
cable franchise and a renewal with combined terms in excess of 40 years.
  
2006, cc. 73, 76.
  
§ 15.2-2108.31. Article construed
The fact that any person obtains a negotiated franchise or ordinance cable franchise to provide
cable services under this article shall not create any presumption that such person is providing
cable services, is controlling or responsible for the management and operation of a cable system,
or is a cable operator, for purposes of federal law.
  
2006, cc. 73, 76.
  
§ 15.2-2108.32. Application of article to certain localities
In any locality in which the governing body of the locality has granted one or more new cable
franchises during the 12-month period prior to July 1, 2006, that include an overlapping
geographic service area with another cable franchise within that locality, all franchises within
that locality shall remain in full force and effect until the earliest expiration date of the
overlapping franchises or until one is terminated pursuant to the terms of the franchise and shall
not be subject to the provisions of this article, except as set forth in this section. A locality that
has granted one or more new, overlapping franchises within the 12-month period prior to July 1,
2006, shall have the option not to offer, accept, or implement the ordinance cable franchise
process described in § 15.2-2108.22 until the earliest expiration date of the overlapping
franchises, but may determine only to grant new cable franchises during such period through the
negotiated cable franchise process. Any such locality, when granting any additional cable
franchises after July 1, 2006, and until the existing cable franchises expire or are terminated
pursuant to their terms, shall make the terms of any such newly granted franchise available,
pursuant to § 15.2-2108.26, to all cable operators with existing franchises. Any locality in which
the governing body of the locality has granted one or more new cable franchises during the 12-
month period prior to July 1, 2006, that include an overlapping geographic service area with
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another cable franchise within that locality, shall make the terms of any such newly granted
franchise available, in the manner described in § 15.2-2108.26, to all cable operators with
existing franchises on the date the subsequent overlapping franchise was awarded. Upon the
expiration of a current cable franchise that is subject to this section, the provisions of this
section shall no longer be applicable to any cable franchise in such locality and the locality shall
thereafter be subject to all provisions of this article.
  
2006, cc. 73, 76.
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